Be rich in what matters to God!
Take care to guard against greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions. 
Be rich in what matters to God! (Luke)
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning God has meant for us to live it. (Eph.)

How timely these readings…What word of freedom and life does God have for us today in these scriptures? Called to be “leaders for mission,” what do these readings say to us considering our unique challenges, and against our current societal backdrop?  Think of all of the wonderful conversations you’ve had while here—over a meal, or a cup of coffee, or at your table. Those conversations have exposed our ad intra and ad extra realities. 
Ad Intra—What do we see?
· We see aging sisters and brothers and a rising median age—but these fragile women and men are still on fire for Dominican life, hospitable and willing in their best moments to sacrifice for the common good. Carol Gaeke said to me the other day in sharing about her sisters’ recent move, “Pat, the sisters are just amazing! They are positively heroic!” Isn’t it true, the older ones among us still lead the way with such grace—those who over so many years have learned to “let go” of so much, and who are freer as a consequence.
· We see young people around the world attracted to our charism and expressing it in many different ways, and we’ve heard about them since we’ve been here. And we continue to welcome new members -- perhaps not as many as we would like—but those who have come to be with us, are women and men who are faith filled, intelligent, solid citizens. How blessed we are.
· We see new missions springing up even as we let go of other long held commitments—I’ve heard of some just these past few days—in Racine, WI, New Britain CT, Alaska, New Orleans and other places that you know about that I haven’t yet heard.
· We see and we feel global solidarity with our Dominican family members in Africa, India, Iraq, Pakistan, Eastern Europe, Scandinavia, Central, and South America, the Caribbean… and many other places.
· We see groups coming together in new ways, mergers, unions, and here we’ve even talked about Inter-Continental possibilities,  and 
· we continue to commit to collaboration and to supporting one another.
Ad Extra—What do we see?
As Sharon described for us yesterday in her preaching

· We see the investment markets collapsing—crashing worldwide...the flow of credit choked, access to cash tight. 
· While we calm ourselves by remembering that our portfolios are “defensively postured to weather such a negative environment, and that we are in this for the long haul,” we know we are not immune, and  will not be unaffected by this extreme market volatility. We read the bank statements, and see the bottom line, and it’s receding. 
And it is in this context that we hear: Be rich in what matters to God!

Take care to guard against greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions. 

Be rich in what matters to God! (Luke)
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God…

Yes, these past few days have reminded us that we are called to be “leaders for mission.” Isn’t that what we strive to be? Everyday we rise and do the best we can on behalf of our Congregations and Provinces. We think of ourselves as ordinary—as we should, because that is what we are—true, we are gifted in many ways—but ordinary nonetheless. 
What do we actually do on a daily basis? We instruct, we advise, we console, comfort, forgive, bear wrongs patiently, organize, attend meetings, hold phone conferences, e-mail, do our best to inspire, to encourage, and we decide. We work at building relationships, we create structures to support new outreach ministries and we embrace our call to be innovative, collaborative, imaginative and visionary even as we recognize and admit our weaknesses, our lack of confidence, our physical frailty and our feelings of paralysis on some days not knowing what direction to take. 
We tend to look back over our shoulders and wish we could be more like those amazing leaders who were luminaries in their day, and on whose shoulders we stand, and we name them extraordinary. One person I greatly admire in my own Congregation is Mother Stephanie Mohun. Though I never knew her personally, she still inspires me. In 1933 Sr. Isabel, who was president of Albertus Magnus College, was scared to death because in the midst of the Depression she needed to renegotiate the college’s mortgage at the bank, all without increasing the debt of the Congregation. This seemed impossible to her. She wrote to Mother Stephanie expressing her fears. Mother Stephanie wrote back—“Just put your entire trust in God, my dear Child, and go on courageously with your great work; plan everything for the future as if you had a million dollars…In fact you have something more secure—faith and trust in the Providence of God.” This gave Isabel courage, and this quote has given me and many of my sisters comfort and courage over many years right up to the present time, and I hope her words give you courage today.
Did Mother Stephanie think she was extraordinary in her day?—NO! It is we looking back who see that she was. At the time, she was ordinary like the rest of us, and like us, committed to “leading for mission” and that’s what made all the difference. Take a moment now and call to mind those women, those men in your own Congregations and Provinces who were extraordinary “leaders for mission” and who still inspire.
We do desire to be rich in what matters to God. To operate in any economy you need currency. What is the coin of the empire, and what is the coin of Christ’s Realm? 

The currency of our world of late clearly has been 
· attachment to the world’s goods, 
· independence

· competition

· manipulation of markets—artificially inflating and deflating values, 
· profit—seeking wealth as one’s ultimate end and over and against others.

We see how economic power when abused degrades humankind and turns human beings into merchandise, commodities fit for enslavement, for being sold, trafficked. We know that capitalism run amuck is cruel, subverting the common good for individual gain, exploiting many, but especially the poor. Toni reminded us of this yesterday.
The farmer in today’s story is all too familiar to us. He built bigger barns so he could enjoy the good life: eat, drink and be merry. And though he amassed great wealth, he was a pauper in the sight of God. How can we be rich in what matters to God and live the good life as from the beginning God meant for us to live it?

We are called to be “leaders for mission.” And so, what is the coin of Christ’s realm with which we are asked to trade? This currency, in contrast to the coin of the empire, is 
· radical availability for the Preaching of the Gospel, 
· interdependence and globalized solidarity, 
· contemplation, 
· cooperation for the common good, 
· truth—not lies and manipulation and

· sacrifice for mission. 
This is our legal tender.

A number of years ago I had the pleasure of ministering with a group of our Dominican Friars—wonderful men—each one different from the other—each talented and gifted in his own right. I remember that after one long and exhausting day spent with undergraduate and graduate students followed by a fairly long stint at the hospital bedside of a dying parishioner, this Friar with whom I worked turned to me and said, “Pat, it’s late and we’ve both missed dinner. Want to go get something to eat?” I said, “Good idea” and so off we went. As we relaxed over dinner with good food and good wine our conversation turned to our Dominican Life and what we most loved about it. I remember asking, “For our Order to be true to itself, what do we its members most need to be?” Now this Friar was an introvert, so he thought for a bit and then he looked up at me, fork in his hand and said, “Pat, the biggest challenge for me, and I think for some of the men in my province is that we all came to do good and we did well. We need to recover simplicity.” Well I confess, I nearly choked on my meat because I resonated with what he said. His words hit a chord deep in my heart, and his words continue to come back to me to challenge me and discomfit me. We know well that our evangelical poverty is linked with our freedom to preach the Gospel. How is this best expressed in our 21st Century? In light of the current economic crisis, I wonder if there is not a special invitation to us from God tucked into this mess inviting us to deeper simplicity and deeper conversion and to greater trust in God.
Sisters and Brothers, as we go home today let us relax in the arms of God –and let go of the worries and anxieties we carry--remembering that all is grace, and that it is God who has called us, and it is in God that we trust. God is at work in us and in our sisters and brothers. We need not be afraid. This ministry of leadership, if nothing else, has the power to lead us to freedom if we will only receive it. This ministry, not unlike facing a serious illness, puts everything in perspective and has the power to free us. And it invites us, as Cass said yesterday, also “to accept the risks and dangers that come with powerlessness.”
Ordinary we are, and weak, but by grace we are saved through faith. We are called to be “leaders for mission,” to be rich in what matters to God and God’s grace is enough for us. Let us go forth remembering what Cass told us at the beginning of the meeting: “There is nothing we do not dare. May that be our deepest desire.” And from our deepest desire naturally will flow to us the imagination and creativity we need to lead as heralds of grace.
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