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hen preachers reflect on their studies in seminaries and schools of
theology, many realize that connections between biblical and homiletics

SHAPES THE LIGHT PRODUCES courses, including any prayer courses, were not always evident. In a

survey of priests who had been educated after the Second Vatican Council,

BIBLICAL METHODS AND RESOURCES Barbara E. Reid, OP and Leslie J. Hoppe, OFM of Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago concluded that only 27 percent of their Sunday preaching

ARE INTRICATE AND VARIED, T0O. evidenced quality exegetical preparation (Barbara E. Reid, OP and Leslie
Hoppe, OFM, Preaching from the Scriptures: New Directions for Preparing

BEING FAMILIRR WITH THEM Preachers. Chicago: Catholic Theological Union, 1998, p. 21). Preachers
AND USING THEM ARE RS want to improve. They know that exegesis-application is not adequate. Is

there a hermeneutic, a process of interpretation, that embraces personal
life and preaching?

To be preachers is to respond to the Spirits call to lives

of prayer and study. We choose this foundation to build ministry

on rock that endures rain, floods, and winds (Matthew

ESSENTIAL TO PREACHING
A5 PRAYER.

8:24-25). Prayer assists us to discern God’s voice in the
midst of “resounding gongs” and “clashing cymbals”
(1 Corinthians 13:1). Study opens our minds and
hearts to delight in the abundant table of living
tradition. How we appropriate prayer and
study becomes a proclamation of God’s
word for our communities. This spiral
process of prayer, study, and
proclamation is a new hermeneutic
that incorporates prayer and study to
witness with our whole lives to the Good
News. It invites us to re-imagine what a
preaching life might look like. Since this author
has been asked to present biblical tools for the
preacher, the emphasis here will be on the “study”
phase of the process. What follows is a brief outline of the
entire hermeneutic followed by a more complete description
of the process.
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